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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

CIVIL NO.: 19-1615 

Plaintiff, 


V. 


BERQUIS TORRES-HERNANDEZ 
Defendant. 



COMPLAINT FOR CONSENT JUDGMENT 
TO THE HONORABLE COURT: 

COMES NOW the United States of America, by and through the undersigned attorneys, 
and very respectfully alleges and prays: 

1. Jurisdiction of this action is conferred on this Court by 28 U.S.C. § 1345. 

2. Defendant in this case, Berquis Torres-Hemandez (“Torres-Hemandez”), was a 
caregiver and authorized signatory for the Veterans Affairs (“VA”) benefits received by Solange 
Vera, a recipient of VA Dependency and Indemnity Compensation Benefits (“DIC”) , under 38 
U.S.C. § 1318(b) (38 CFR § 3.22 - DIC Benefits for Survivors of Certain Veterans). Berquis 
Torres-Hernandez is currently employed at a health care facility in the municipality of Bayamon, 
Puerto Rico, and also resides in the same municipality. 

3. VA DIC beneficiary Solange Vera passed away on November 7, 2009. 

4. After Solange Vera passed away, her caregiver and VA DIC signatory Torres- 

Hernandez failed to notify the VA of the death of Solange Vera and instead of returning the VA 

DIC benefit payments received after her death, continued to endorse and cash the VA DIC benefit 
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checks issued to Solange Vera from on or about December 1, 2009 until on or about December 1, 
2016. 

5. The total amount of VA DIC benefit payments of Solange Vera that Torres- 
Hemandez illegally cashed amounts to the sum of $128,106.00. The United States contends that 
the presentation of the checks for payment, and the subsequent cashing of the checks constitute the 
submission of false claims under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. §§ 3729 et seq., and as such 
requests that a civil monetary penalty of $ 10,781.00 be assessed against Torres-Hemandez. 

6. On June 20, 2019, the parties in this action reached a Settlement Agreement and 
executed a Stipulation for Consent Judgment in which Torres-Hernandez agreed to pay 
$138,887.00 in U.S. Currency, as damages and civil monetary penalties, to be paid off subject to an 
installment payment plan. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, the United States of America, respectfully prays this 
Honorable Court for judgment against defendant Torres-Hemandez, in the principal amount of 
$138,887.00; plus interest at the prevalent legal rate from the date of judgment in the event 
defendant defaults as provided in the Settlement Agreement; in addition to costs and attorney fees 
or the 10% surcharge imposed by law if plaintiff is forced to use the remedies provided under 
subchapters B or C of the Federal Debt Collection Procedures Act of 1990. 28 U.S.C. § 3011. 
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 25th day of June of 2019. 

ROSA EMILIA RODRIGUEZ -VELEZ 
United States Attorney 

/s Jorge L. Matos _ 

Jorge L. Matos 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Civil Division 

USDC No. G01307 

Torre Chardon, Room 1201 

350 Carlos Chardon Avenue 

San Juan, PR 00918 

Tel. (787) 766-5656 

Fax. (787) 766-6219 

E-mail: Jorge.L.Matos2@usdoj.gov 
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